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 Ref 601293 Derwent Valley Bridleway Consultation  

Derby City Council, Derbyshire County Council and National Highways are proposing a new 1.97km 
long Public Bridleway running alongside the River Derwent from Haslams Lane in Darley Abbey to 
Ford Lane in the Parishes of Breadsall and Little Eaton. This will be promoted using a public path 
creation order under Section 26 of the Highways Act 1980. Note that these proposals are independent 
of the A38 Derby Junctions scheme. 

The bridleway will form part of the 19.5-mile Derwent Valley Cycleway (DVCW) running through the 
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site (DVMWHS) and will link the DVMWHS to the cycle 
provisions being delivered as part of the Little Eaton Grade Separated Junction element of the A38 
Derby Junctions project as well as the Sustrans National Cycle Network NCR54 (which runs along the 
A61 & the B6179). It has also been identified as part of Derbyshire’s approved strategic Key Cycle 
Network and will be available for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders. 

The bridleway will be 3m wide with asphalt construction unless noted otherwise below and as shown 
on the site plans 1 to 6.  

Moving north from Haslams Lane, the start of the bridleway will be marked with 3m wide flag signs on 
the left-hand side of the entrance to the overflow car park. The route will then run through a chicane 
restriction past the existing barrier at point A and onto a new 3m wide track that overlaps the existing 
access road by 1.5m. It will run alongside the access road to the rugby club car park to point B where 
it turns east behind a new post and rail fence that separates the track from the rugby club car park.  

At point C the bridleway then turns north towards point D. There is an existing ditch to the west of 
section C-D. A 5m verge will be provided to distance the track from this ditch. 

The bridleway will continue north, before turning west to point E. To the north of this section a 
connection will be provided to the existing Breadsall Footpath 4, to enable pedestrians to continue 
journeys north on Breadsall Footpaths 4 and 7.  

At point E the existing steel gate will be relocated/replaced to make room for a permanent access to 
the side with a chicane or other system to prevent unwanted vehicle access.  

The bridleway will continue north to point F staying close to the River Derwent and along the existing 
mown line.  

At point F, the bridleway intersects with an existing private access track. The bridleway will follow the 
route of the existing track up to point G. A new access will be provided to accommodate the affected 
landowner, not shown on the plans, running parallel to the bridleway. A fence will be erected 0.5m from 
the bridleway to separate it from a relocated private access track.  

Where crossed by existing farm access, the route is restricted with chicanes to slow the cyclists and a 
break in the fence provided. Associated warning signs for both bridleway users and farm traffic will be 
provided.  
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From point G there are two options for the proposed bridleway route to cross underneath the A38. 
Option 1 continues from point G to point L. Option 2 continues through point M to finish at point N. 
These points are shown on the attached plans and described below. Both options will provide fencing 
and access provision or restriction where required. 

Option 1 shown by a red line on the attached plan runs north from point G to point H, passing to the 
east of existing private farm buildings, then east to point I before turning north through the 
accommodation underpass and points J and K to Ford Lane. This will be fenced from the farm access 
track and will require chicane restrictions to slow the cyclists past the existing farm shed before 
reaching point H. The route will run east along the A38 embankment to point I. 

The bridleway will share the concrete surfacing of the existing underpass with the farm access 
between points I and J. To minimise the danger of conflict in this area, further restrictions and signing 
is provided on both sides to warn both bridleway users and farm traffic.   

From the chicane at point I, the 3m bridleway will continue on a separate asphalt surface to point K. 

Between points K and L, the bridleway users share the existing paved surface of Ford Lane which will 
be widened to allow the bridleway to pass the existing gate which will be retained. The end of the route 
will be marked with the same gateway posts and chicane used at the start on Haslams Lane. 

Option 2 shown by a purple line on the attached plan follows an existing track behind the farm shed 
and follows the riverbank northwest to point M. At this point it could return to the first route at point H 
(providing another alternative to Option 1 by avoiding one vehicle crossing.)  

From point M the route will continue north to follow the riverbank, through the flood arch structure 
under the existing A38 river bridge and around a field boundary to join Ford Lane at point L. North of 
the flood arch the 3m asphalt route will be offset by 0.5m from the existing post and wire fence of the 
next field. Users follow this fence line to exit into the existing carpark and share the surface across 
here to a new access next to the existing access onto Ford Lane. The option finishes here, at point N, 
where it will be marked with the same gateway posts used at the start on Haslams Lane.  

The bridleway was subject to parallel planning applications in December 2020 to Erewash Borough 
Council (Ref: 1220/0043) and Derby City Council (Ref: 20/01542/FUL). There were a number of 
positive responses to these applications. 

Your views are invited on the proposals to create a public bridleway as described above and shown in 
the attached set of plans. Please submit any comments to rightsofway@derby.co.uk by Friday 28th 
January 2022. Alternatively, you can post your comments to the address above, please clearly mark 
that it is for Derwent Valley Bridleway Consultation. 

All responses will be passed onto AECOM, who are working on behalf of National Highways, for the 
purposes of this consultation, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Morna Dudeney 
 
morna.dudeney@aecom.com 
 
AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited 

  

 
 

 


